
August 8, 2017 
  
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present. 
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  After a number of additions, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion. All voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the July 20th meeting.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented three (3) affidavits for duplicate of lost or destroyed warrant.  The first was for 
warrant 417956 issued to Sandy Boman on July 22, 2016 in the amount of $5.40 which had been lost.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the affidavit of lost check, waive the bond and issue a duplicate check to Ms. 
Boman.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hall and all voted in favor.   
 
The second affidavit was for warrant 421616 issued to Mid States Wireless on July 21, 2017, in the amount of $339.35 
which had been lost when the bank deposit bag was stolen.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the affidavit 
of lost check, waive the bond and issue a duplicate check to Mid States Wireless.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Redland and all voted in favor.   
 
The third affidavit was for warrant 49546 issued to Carol Stenseth on May 31, 2016, in the amount of $55.00.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the affidavit of lost check, waive the bond and issue a duplicate to 
Ms. Stenseth.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and all voted in favor.   
 
Next on the agenda was a discussion regarding abatement of delinquent mobile home taxes on mobile homes that are 
no longer physically located in the county that had been presented at the June 6th meeting and tabled until Attorney 
Brue could look into further options for collection or judgment.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson stated that Attorney Brue 
agreed that abatement was probably the best avenue to take as the statute of limitations had run out on a number of 
the years delinquent, and that procuring a judgment would cost $75.00 in filing fees for each year per parcel and he felt 
we would never recoup the fees or taxes even with a judgment filed.  After several questions and discussion on the 
matter, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to abate the delinquent mobile home taxes as presented by Auditor-
Treasurer Hanson.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, informed the board that the Demolition Landfill permit 
application was submitted to the MN Pollution Control Agency for approval on a 10-year permit.  The county will 
continue with monitoring the onsite wells with the assistance of Wenck.   
 
Next on Garry’s agenda was an update on the buffer law, noting the Buffer Ordinance had been published in the 
Norman County Index.  He also stated that on August 21st the Planning Commission would be holding a public hearing at 
9:00 a.m. for questions regarding the buffer law and the county ordinance.  He noted that the DNR Hydrologist from 
Detroit Lakes would be in attendance as well as the Board of Soil and Water Resources.  Garry also noted that he had 
scheduled a Special Board Meeting on August 31st at 9:15 a.m. for adoption of the County Buffer Ordinance.   
 
Mr. Johanson also updated the board on the Disaster Declaration within the county from the July 11th severe weather 
event, and noted that entities within the county would be receiving disaster assistance in the amount of $122,560.   
Garry also stated that a privacy fence has been installed at the recycling site within the City of Ada and looks great.   He 
also noted that he is still waiting to hear from the State of MN regarding the Courthouse Safety Grant which had been 
submitted earlier this year.   
 
After a short break at 10:00 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  The first item 
presented was an application for removal of trees in County Drainage Ditch 69 in Anthony Township.  The application 
was submitted with signatures from Lynn Johnson and Rodney Olson.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve removal of trees in CD 69 per application.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson’s next item on the agenda was the Ada to Polk County Line trail update.  She noted that she would soon 
be advertising for decking replacement and rails on four (4) bridges.   
 
Jerilyn then updated the board on the removal of the township bridge, SAP-054-599-064.  She noted that Structural 
Specialties had removed the bridge and signage would be going up today.   
 
Jerilyn also noted that the second round of paving would begin soon with R. J. Zavoral & Sons.  She also stated that she 
would be having a pre-construction meeting tomorrow with Gladen Construction on the bridge replacement on CR 161 
with the triple line box culverts.   
 
Ms. Swenson then brought before the board information regarding CR 106 south of Perley stating that the road had 
been patched in places in 2015 and these patches were holding up well.  This road experiences a lot of water during 



flood situations and she would like to see other areas that are deteriorating patched as well.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve bituminous patching on CR 106 south of Perley.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then brought before the board information regarding two (2) blocks of East Main Street in Hendrum, 
which would be eligible to use State Aid Municipal Funding dollars, showing the board that this area of Main Street was 
deteriorating and stating that she would suggest a 1.5” to 2” bituminous overlay and edge milling.  Jerilyn estimated a 
cost of $39,600 for the bituminous and $9,000 for the milling.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve bituminous overlay and edge milling for two (2) blocks of Main Street East in Hendrum.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:35 a.m. John Rosenberger, County Veterans Service Officer, presented information on the Veterans Operational 
Enhancement Grant Program through the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs.  After providing this information, 
Mr. Rosenberger requested that the county board pass a resolution to enter into a grant program for 2017-2018 
funding.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve CR-08-08-2017 to enter into a Grant Contract with the 
Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs Operational Enhancement Grant Program.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote, all cast a yea.  Resolution passed unanimously.  
 
At 10:45 a.m. Rob Baden, Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Management Division, addressed the board 
concerning a proposed land acquisition in Sundal Township, Sections 19 and 29, currently owned by Mark D. Larson.  
Shelley Hedtke, DNR, Eco Waters Division and Kristin Larson, wife of Mark Larson were also in attendance.   After much 
discussion regarding the proposed land acquisition, as well as discussion concerning a gate at the north edge of Section 
17 of the Prairie Smoke Dunes Scientific & Natural Area, also managed by the Department of Natural Resources, Eco 
Waters Division, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to table the proposal of land acquisition until a decision 
came from the DNR legal team on ownership of the gated road on the north boundary of Section 17.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote, Commissioners Bommersbach, Redland and Gunderson voted yea, 
while opposed were Commissioners Jacobson and Hall.   The motion passed on a 3-2 vote and the land acquisition 
proposal was tabled until a decision comes from DNR as to the ownership of the gated road.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board concerning legal matters.  The first matter on his 
agenda was the closed session from the July 20th meeting which needed to be summarized.  Mr. Brue stated that the 
closed session discussed litigation strategy regarding the Agassiz Recreational Trail.   
 
The next matter discussed with the county board was the issue of a union member performing duties that were no 
longer duties in her job description.  James pointed out that Teri Taylor should no longer be doing any HR 
responsibilities, nor should she be maintaining the county web site.  James mentioned that he had been contacted by 
Aimee Eggen regarding the web site and also noted that at an earlier time, Jill Murray, had offered to help with the 
maintenance of the web site.  After some discussion, Chairman Gunderson stated that he would talk with both Aimee 
and Jill to get the web site issue resolved.   
 
James also noted that he felt the county board should be ready to have a closed session at the September 5th meeting 
for labor negotiations.   Mr. Brue also provided the board with an update on the acquisition of land for the Highway 
Dept proposed building.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, provided the board with an update on the E-Health 
Collaborative which has expanded to now include the NW Mental Health Collaborative.  She stated that last week they 
were able to test and send/receive information through E-Health.  She also noted that PH Doc was finalizing policies and 
they would be sent to James Brue for approval and then brought to the board for approval.   
 
Sarah also shared information regarding the Local Public Health Act Performance Measures prepared by the MN Dept of 
Health for Polk-Norman-Mahnomen for the reporting period of January-December of 2016.  She also talked about the 
National Public Health Accreditation process and the fact that the Polk-Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Board would 
like to work on applying for national accreditation.   
 
Chairman Gunderson reported to the board members that Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust had provided 
notice of the 2017 dividend in the amount of $39,755.  This dividend will not be received until mid-November. 
 
David Stene, CFO, entered the board meeting with a schedule for the August 25th budget meeting which he distributed 
to the board members.   
 
The next item of discussion was the surplus equipment accumulating under the staircases and in the hallways.  After 
some discussion, Chairman Gunderson volunteered that he would talk with Bill Berg regarding the sale of these items.   
 
Next on the agenda was a discussion regarding HR services.  After limited discussion, it was the consensus of the board 
that they would like to contact gCariveau and Associates to look at entering into a contract with them for HR services.  
Commissioner Redland will contact Mr. Cariveau to hopefully set up a meeting to work on a contract.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if all commissioners had reviewed the bills as presented.   After further review, 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Road & Bridge - $499,216.93  Revenue - $90,226.83  Building - $1,204.70 
  



 
Public Health -   $3,792.09   Solid Waste - $15,461.52  County Homes - $7,792.50   
TOTAL - $617,694.57 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At this point, Auditor-Treasurer Hanson requested a Special Meeting for the Classification of Tax Forfeited Properties.  It 
was the consensus of the board that we should try to hold this meeting along with the October 19th board meeting.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:10 p.m. Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.    
 
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


